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After much anticipation, spiri-
tual retreats at The Cloisters on
the Platte are underway.

The first three-day retreat at
TD Ameritrade founder Joe
Ricketts’ multi-building com-
pound began Thursday, July 19.
According to Ricketts, the re-
treats are going even better than
expected.

“The responses have met and
actually surpassed all my expec-
tations,” Ricketts said. “I have
been thinking about this project
for close to 20 years. It has been
a goal of mine and I am grateful
for what has been accomplished.
People who attend are leaving
feeling quite fulfilled after
spending the weekend in a con-
templative environment that per-
mits them to reflect on their
spiritual lives.”

Work started on The Cloisters
on the Platte in 2015, with
Ricketts personally funding all
the construction after purchasing
the 931-acre property in 2014 for
$13.6 million.

“I enjoyed the retreats I had
attended at the Jesuit Retreat
House at Demontreville in Min-
nesota and I thought it would be
nice to bring that experience to
people in the Omaha-Lincoln
area,” Ricketts said.

During each weekend retreat,
80 people are accommodated in
one of seven guest lodges on the
property, each providing 10 bed-
rooms and bathrooms and a
common living room for guests.

Additional guest lodging is
also provided in the main retreat
center building where the meals
are served. Also on the grounds
is a chapel modeled after St.
Margaret Mary Catholic Church
in Omaha.

According to Ricketts, the fa-
cilities on the property “are de-
signed with the goal of support-
ing the spiritual journey of
retreatants.”

The retreat itself, he said, is
based on the spiritual exercises
of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The
three-day silent retreats are
meant to capture elements of the
Ignatian journey.

Retreats will be held 47 times
throughout the year and are sepa-
rated by gender. Guests at the
retreats park in an underground
parking garage and are then
taken by shuttle to the main cam-

Expectations exceeded as The Cloisters on the Platte begins spiritual retreats
pus.

Also situated on the campus
and open to the public are The
Stations of the Cross. Each of the
14 Stations tells a story about the
life of Jesus. Visitors travel to
each Station along a 2,500-foot
path - the same distance that
Jesus carried the cross.

Tours of the Stations of the
Cross are free, but a $10 dona-

Station 6 – Veronica wipes Jesus’ face (and the image of Jesus’ face is indelibly etched
in her cloth) – Martin Eichinger

TOP LEFT: Station 1 – Jesus is condemned to die (The ‘trial’ of Jesus) – Jay Warren
TOP RIGHT: Station 2 – Jesus takes up His cross – George Lundeen Studio
ABOVE: Station 11 – Jesus is nailed to the cross – Rob Arps

tion is suggested. An audio tour
developed for The Stations of the
Cross is included with each $10
donation.

Retreats are also free, but The
Cloisters on the Platte relies on
donations from retreat attendees.
Ricketts says the Cloisters also
benefits from the sale of Clois-
ters bread and he hopes to intro-
duce other Cloisters products in

the future.
“We are extremely happy with

the enthusiastic response we’ve
received so far,” Ricketts said.
“More than 8,000 people have
already expressed interest in at-
tending. We have set up a waitlist
to accommodate the considerable
demand we are seeing.  Cur-
rently, there are still a few spaces
open for the men’s retreats.”

Station 4 – Jesus meets His mother (on the road to His
crucifixion) – Jay Warren

Station 13 – Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross – George Lundeen Studio
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